THE CHEMISTRY  OF  RUBBER
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY AND HISTORICAL
RUBBER, INDIA-RUBBER, or CAOUTCHOUC * is the name given to the elastic
substance prepared from the milky fluid, or " latex," secreted by certain plants
occurring chiefly in tropical regions.
Long before specimens were seen in Europe, travellers in the Indies and in
Mexico had reported how the natives were in the habit of playing games with
balls made from an elastic gum obtained from a tree.f
Little further was known of this material until 1736, when Charles-Marie
de la Condamine, a French scientist, forwarded to the Acad6mie des Sciences
samples of a " blackish resinous mass " which he had collected in the forests
on the slopes of the Andes in Ecuador, La Condamine set out from La Bochelle
in 1735 as a member of an expedition sent by the King of France to the Equator
for the purpose of measuring an arc of the meridian. Landing at a port before
the remainder of the party, he proceeded to reach Quito, where he ultimately
rejoined his colleagues, by a route which led him through little-known territory.
In the course of his journey he had carefully noted the flora of the country,
and in spite of hardships had preserved specimens, among which were the ones
which he forwarded to the French Academy. " In the province of Esmeralda,"
wrote La Condamine, " there grows a tree called by the natives c Hev6/ from
which, by making an incision, there exudes a milky liquid which gradually
hardens and darkens in the air, and in this condition is used by the natives
for making torches." In the province of Quito this ",resin " was said to be
used for coating cloth, which would serve for the same purpose as waxed
cloths. " The same tree grows by the banks,of the Amazon, and the Indians
give the name * cahutchu ' to the resin, from which they make boots which will
resist water and which in appearance closely resemble real leather. Bottles
* The term caoutchouc is now usually employed to denote the purified hydrocarbon con-
stituent ; rubber is taken to mean the raw material as it occurs in nature.
f Ovideo y Valdez, Hiatoria general y natural de las Indias, Seville, 1535; Antonia do Horrora,
Hiatoria general de los Castellanos en las islas y tierra firme de Mar Oceana, Madrid, 1001.
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